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Current Position 
 Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, 
  Syracuse University, 2005- 
 
Previous Positions 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of History and Philosophy, Montana State University – Bozeman, 
  2004-05  
 

Part-Time Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University, 2003-04 

Education 
Ph.D., Geography, University of British Columbia, 2003 

• Dissertation: “Seeking Refuge: making space for  migratory waterfowl and wetlands along 
the Pacific Flyway” 

• Fields of Expertise: American and Canadian environmental history, environmental policy 
and governance (especially pertaining to water and threatened species), historical 
geographies of science and technology, historical geography of western North America.  

 
Visiting Graduate Student, Department of History, University of Washington, Fall 1997 

 
B.A., Colorado College, 1994 

• Double Major: Geology (graduated with distinction) 
   English 
   magna cum laude  
   Phi Beta Kappa  
 

Pepperdine University, Malibu, California, 1989-1990 

Awards and Grants 
Stipend to Support Research, Training, and/or Equipment, Department of Geography, 
 Syracuse University. Water Rights, Mining and the American West: a survey of contemporary water 
 transfers. (with Gavin Bridge), $2500. 
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University Graduate Fellowship, University of British Columbia, 1996-1998, 2000-2001 –  
$15,000 CDN. 

 
Tina and Morris Wagner Foundation Fellowship, 1999-2000 -- $15,000 CDN. 

 
Association of American Geographers’ Historical Geography Specialty Group  

Research Award, 2001 -- $500. 
 

Transfer from M.A. to Ph.D. program, based on first year performance, 1997. 
 

William Fischer Award, Geology, Colorado College, awarded to graduating senior for  
  achievement in geology and general academic excellence, 1994 
 

Keck Research Grant, geoarchaeological studies, Grevena, Greece, 1993. 
 

Publications 
Book – In-Preparation 
Wilson, Robert M. Seeking Refuge: An Environmental History of the Pacific Flyway.  (Advance contract with 
University of Washington Press, Weyerhaeuser Environmental Book series).  
 
Journal Articles - Refereed  
Wilson, Robert M. “Directing the Flow: Migratory Waterfowl, Scale, and Mobility in Western North 
America,” Environmental History 7(2), April 2002, 247-266. 
 
Book Chapters  
“Birds on the Home Front: Wildlife Conservation in the Western United States During the Second 
World War,” in War and the Environment, Christof Mauch and Charles Closman (eds.), Studies in 
International Environmental History series, Rowman & Littlefield (forthcoming). 

 
Encyclopedia Entries - Refereed 
Wilson, Robert M. “Lyndon B. Johnson,” in Krech III, S., Merchant, C., and McNeill, J., (eds.). 
Encyclopedia of World Environmental History. New York: Berkshire/Routledge (2004). 
 
Journal Articles and Book Chapters – In-Preparation 
“Landscapes of Promise and Betrayal: Homesteading and Japanese Internment in the Far West,” for 
submission to the Annals of the Association of American Geographers. 
 
“Nature’s Body: Rachel Carson and Hybrid Geographies,” for submission to Cultural Geographies. 

 
Book Review Essays 
Wilson, Robert M. “Supersize History.” A review essay of three books in world environmental 
history:  David Christian, Maps of Time: An Introduction to Big History, John Richards, The Unending 
Frontier: An Environmental History of the Early Modern World, , and  John C. Weaver, The Great Land Rush 
and the Making of the Modern World, 1650-1900. (forthcoming) 
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Book Reviews 
Wilson, Robert M. Retrospective Review of William L. Thomas, Jr., ed. Man’s Role in Changing the Face 
of the Earth in Environmental History, 10 (3), July 2005, 564-566. 
 
Wilson, Robert M. Review of Nancy Langston’s Where Land and Water Meet: a Western Landscape 
Transformed in Journal of the History of Biology. 37 (3), October 2004, 606-608.  
 
Wilson, Robert M. J. R. McNeill and William H. McNeill, The Human Web: A Bird’s Eye View of World 
History in Journal of Historical Geography 30 (3), July 2004, 578-579.  
 
Wilson, Robert M. Review of Ian MacLachlan’s Kill and Chill: Restructuring Canada’s Beef Commodity 
Chain in The Canadian Geographer. 47 (1) 2003: 93-94. 
 
Wilson, R. M. Review of Susan Davis’ Spectacular Nature: Corporate Culture and the Sea World Experience 
in Environment and Planning D: Society and Space. 17 (4) Aug. 1999: 500-502. 
 
Wilson, R. M. Review of Ian Simmons’ Changing the Face of the Earth: Culture, Environment, History, 2nd 
ed., in Environment and Planning A. 20 (4) April 1998: 759-760. 
 
Non-Academic Publications 
Wilson, Robert. “Klamath’s Federal Agencies Map Different Realities,” High Country News, 13 August 
2001. 
 
Wilson, Bob. Review of William Kittredge, Tupper Ansel Blake, and Madeline Graham Blake’s 
Balancing Water: Restoring the Klamath Basin in High Country News, 24 September 2000. 
 
Wilson, Bob. “Fires Illuminate West’s Ecological Darkness,” High Country News, 25 July 1994. 
 

Presentations 
Conference Presentations 
“Landscapes of Promise and Betrayal: Homesteading and Japanese Internment in the Far West,” 

Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Chicago, IL, March 2006 
(forthcoming) 
 
“Landscapes of Promise and Sorrow: Irrigation, Homesteading and Japanese Internment in the Far 

West,” Spaces of Struggle: Power and the Transformation of Nature, Bozeman, MT, September 
2005.  
 
“Nature’s Body: Rachel Carson and Hybrid Geographies,” Annual Meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers, Denver, CO, April 2005. 
 
“Birds on the Home Front: Wildlife Conservation in the Western United States During the Second 
World War,” Conference Title: ‘War and the Environment: Contexts and Consequences of Military 
Destruction in the Modern Age,’ German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., May 2004.  
 
“Charting Migration: Flyway Maps and International Bird Protection,” Annual Meeting of the 
American Society for Environmental History, Victoria, British Columbia, April 2004. 
 
“Flyways, Surveys, and the Transnational Management of Migratory Species,” Annual Meeting of the 
Canadian Association of Geographers, Victoria, British Columbia, May 2003. 
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“Birds in the Factories: Making Space for Migratory Waterfowl in California’s Agricultural 
Countryside,” Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Los Angeles, CA, 
February 2002. 
 
“Making Nature?: the Production of Nature Thesis and Historical Geography,” International 
Conference of Historical Geographers, Québec City, Québec, August 2001. 
 
“Juggling Marmots: Methodological Pluralism and Environmental History,” Annual Meeting of the 
Association of American Geographers, New York, NY, March 2001. 
 
“An Ironic Restoration: Reclaiming Wetlands in the Klamath Basin, 1930-1955,” American Society 
for Environmental History Annual Meeting, Tacoma, WA, March 2000. 
 
“Containing the Red Enemy: Fire and Spaces of Power in British Columbia, 1890-1930,” 
International Conference of Historical Geographers, Belfast, Northern Ireland, July 1998. 
 
“The Ocean in the City: Nature on Display at the Vancouver Aquarium,” Inaugural International 
Conference of Critical Geographers, Vancouver, British Columbia, August 1997.  
 
Invited Presentations 
“Places in the Grid: Wildlife Refuges and Irrigated Landscapes in the West” 

• Earths Sciences Seminar Series, Department of Earth Sciences, Montana State 
University—Bozeman, December 2004. 

• Colloquium Series, Department of Geography, University of Montana—Missoula, 
December 2004. 

 
“Making Space for Migratory Waterfowl along the Pacific Flyway: An Historical Geography,” 
Geography Speaker Series, Queen’s University, April 2004. 
 
 “Seeking Refuge: making space for migratory waterfowl along the Pacific Flyway,” Geography 
Colloquium Series, University of British Columbia, November 2002. 
 
“What is Environmental History? panel on the aims and methods of environmental history,” 
Department of History, University of British Columbia, February 2000. 
 

Teaching Experience 
 Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, 
  Syracuse University, 2005- 

• GEO 103 Population and Environment, Fall 2005 
• GEO 300 American Environmental History and Geography, Fall 2005 

 
Postdoctoral Fellow, History and Philosophy, Montana State University—Bozeman 

• HIST 206CS The Darwinian Revolution: Its History, Science, and Impact (co-taught with 
Professor Michael Reidy), Fall 2004 

• HIST 500 Special Topics: Geography, History, and the Environment, Spring 2005 
(graduate seminar)  

 
 Visiting Part-Time Assistant Professor, Geography, Syracuse University 

• GEO 203 Environmental Problems and Policy, Spring 2004 
• GEO/HST 400 American Environmental History, Fall 2003 
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Sessional Instructor, Geography, University of British Columbia 

• GEOG 290 Introduction to the Geography of Canada, Summer 2002 
 

Invited Guest Lecturer 

• “Historical Methods,” Research Methods and Design, Syracuse University, Spring 2004.  
• “Canada and World War I,” Historical Geography of Canada – 1850-1920, University of 

British Columbia, Spring 2003. 
• “Internment of Japanese-Canadians During World War II,” Introduction to Canadian 

Studies, University of British Columbia, Fall 2001. 
• “Canada’s National Parks,” Historical Geography of Canada -- 1850-1930, University of 

British Columbia, Spring 2000. 
 

Teaching Assistant, Geography, University of British Columbia 

• GEOG 290 Introduction to the Geography of Canada, Spring 2002 
• GEOG 121 Geographical Change in the Modernizing World -- 1400-1950, Fall 2000 
• GEOG 328 Historical Geography of Canada -- 1850-1930, Spring 2000, Spring 2002 
• GEOG 210 Vancouver and Its Region, Fall 1998 
• GEOG 103 Introduction to Physical Geography, Spring 1997 

 
Natural Science Instructor, Oregon Museum of Science and Industry – Hancock Field  

  Station and Cascade Science School, April 1995-July 1996. 
 

Paraprofessional, Geology, Colorado College, February and May, 1994 

• Introduction to Geology (full-time position) 
 
 
Professional Service and Professional Affiliations 

Session Organizer 
“Mapping Nature,” Annual Meeting of the American Society for Environmental History, Victoria, 
British Columbia, April 2004, (co-organized with Mark Fiege, Colorado State University). 
 
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Association of Geographers, Victoria, British Columbia, May 2003 
(co-organized with Matthew Evenden, University of British Columbia) 
Four linked sessions on historical geography and environmental history:  

• Managing Nature Across Borders   
• Nature and Empire 
• Historical Geographies of the City 
• Historical Geographies of the Environment (panel discussion) 

 
“Geography, History, Environment, and Theory,” International Conference of Historical 
Geographers, Québec City, Québec, August 2001. 
 
Discussant 
“Space and Transcending the Boundaries of Time and Scale,” Conference: ‘Creating Space: Across 
Histories, Cultures, and Disciplines,’ Big Sky, MT, September 2004.  
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Institutional Service 
Graduate Representative on Departmental Committee, Geography, University of British 
Columbia, 2001-2002.  
 
Graduate Representative on Search Committee for Historical Geographer, Geography, 
University of British Columbia, 1999.  
 
Human Geography Home Seminar Organizer, Geography, University of British Columbia, 1998-
2000. 
 
Departmental Graduate Committee, Geography, University of British Columbia, 1999-2000.  
 
 
 
Other Service 
Mentor for Gifted Adolescent, Mentorship: Making Contact Project, Vancouver School District, 
February-May 2001. 
 
Manuscript Reviewer 
Cultural Geographies 
 
Environment and Planning D: Society and Space  
 
BC Studies  
 
Professional Affiliations 
Association of American Geographers 
 
American Society for Environmental History 

 
Western History Association 
 

Other Experience 
Reporting Intern, High Country News, June-August, 1994.  

 
 




